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Mission Statement:

Driftless Defenders is a grassroots coalition of
citizens dedicated to preventing the
construction of high voltage transmission lines
through the geologically unique Driftless Area
of Wisconsin.

Your help is
always
appreciated!
Please write brief
letters-to-the-editor,
reminding our fellow
citizens (and especially
the Iowa County
Board) how this
monster transmission
line will reduce our
home and property

DD Website

values. If your home is
in one of the power
line corridors, it's
going to be worth less

Why We Oppose:

and more difficult to
sell.
Ask if the Iowa County

UNNECESSARY
The demand for electricity in WI and adjacent states
has been flat or declining in recent years

Board has calculated
the drain on property
tax revenues from this
line. Ask how that will
affect our schools.

HUGELY EXPENSIVE
Estimated $500 - $700 million for construction alone!
INCREASED ENERGY COST

Ask if the County
Board plans to raise
the property tax rate
to offset the drain on

to offset the drain on

Utility customers will be forced to pay for this project

tax revenues from this

on our electric bills while ATC investors stand to gain
a 10.2% guaranteed annual rate of return

line.

LOSS OF REAL ESTATE VALUE
Real Estate will be devalued and difficult to sell near
these huge, ugly, and noisy lines
NEGATIVE IMPACT ON TOURISM
Businesses will suffer when the area loses its scenic
appeal.
DESTRUCTION OF OUR ENVIRONMENT
The beauty of our unique landscape and the
character of our rural towns will be radically and

Express your hope
that the County Board
will inquire into this
soon so we can better
understand what this
misguided and
unneeded project will
do to our property
taxes and the value of
our homes and
property.
Many thanks, friends.

permanently disfigured. Corridors 125 miles long and
150 feet wide will be clear cut and regularly treated

Keep up the pressure!

with herbicide.

Boyd Gibbons
Legal Team Leader

Calendar of Events:

If you can't make it there will be matinee - Saturday, February
18th, 2017, Arcadia Books, Spring Green, WI, 2pm.
Please join Driftless Defenders along with our special guest speakers,
Howard Learner, attorney with ELPC and David Clutter, DALC to discuss
the issues surrounding the High Voltage Towers planned for our area.

Action Teams

Environmental Impact - Leader, Kate Cooper
Reaching out to Landowners, Resolution Promotion, Landowner Testimonials and Health
Impact
Media Team - Leader, Michelle Citron
Creating Videos, Website, Talking points, Social Media, News Releases, Interviews,
Newsletter
Outreach Team - Leader, Betsy D'Angelo
To create awareness of the proposed transmission lines. Parades, table displays, sharing

To create awareness of the proposed transmission lines. Parades, table displays, sharing
literature, area events, creating yard signs, working with the local organizations and
developing a plan to target tourists.
State Government Relations
Reaching out to legislators

Legal - Leader, Boyd Gibbons
Legal strategy
Fund Raising - Co-leaders, Susan Michmerhuizen & Lea Stroncek

Donations

For those interested in assisting this cause financially, donations can be
made to Driftless Area Land Conservancy (DALC). DALC is a 501(c)3
non-profit organization, therefore contributions can be deducted on your
tax return. To make donations to defeat the power line expansion make
check payable to DALC with a memo indicating: Power Lines,
Transmission Lines or ATC initiative.

News

A great share from David Clutter, DALC
Some tips from a high level Staffer with the Senate:
There are 2 things that folks who want to resist and fight for
freedom should be doing ALL THE TIME right now, and they're
by far the most important things.
--> You should NOT be bothering with online petitions or emailing.
(1) FACE-TO-FACE TIME: The best thing you can do to be heard and
get your congressperson to pay attention is to have face-to-face time.
+ If they have townhalls, go to them.
+ Go to their local offices.
+ If you're in DC, try to find a way to go to an event of theirs.
+ Go to the "mobile offices" that their staff hold periodically (all these
times are located on each congressperson's website).
When you go, ask questions. A lot of them. And push for answers. The
louder and more vocal and present you can be at those the better.
(2) DAILY CALLS! Those in-person events don't happen every day. So,
the absolute most important thing that people should be doing every
day is calling.
You should make 6 calls a day: 2 each (DC office and your local office)
to your 2 Senators & your 1 Representative.
The staffer was very clear that any sort of online contact basically gets
immediately ignored, and letters pretty much get thrown in the trash
(unless you have a particularly strong emotional story - but even then
it's not worth the time it took you to craft that letter).
CALLS are what all the congress people pay attention to.
NOTE: Every single day, the Senior Staff and the Senator get a report
of the 3 most-called-about topics for that day at each of their offices (in
DC and local offices), and exactly how many people said what about
each of those topics.
They're also sorted by zip code and area code.
So, when you call:
ASK FOR THE RIGHT PERSON FOR YOUR ISSUE:
When calling the DC office, ask for the Staff member in charge of
whatever you're calling about ("Hi, I'd like to speak with the staffer in
charge of Healthcare, please").
Local offices won't always have specific ones, but they might. If you get
transferred to that person, awesome. If you don't, that's ok - ask for
their name, and then just keep talking to whoever answered the phone.
Don't leave a message (unless the office doesn't pick up at all - then
you can...but it's better to talk to the staffer who first answered than
leave a message for the specific staffer in charge of your topic).
Give them your ZIP CODE.
They won't always ask for it, but make sure you give it to them, so they
can mark it down. Extra points if you live in a zip code that traditionally
votes for them, since they'll want to make sure they get/keep your
vote.
If you can MAKE IT PERSONAL, make it personal.
"I voted for you in the last election and I'm worried/happy/whatever" or
"I'm a teacher, and I am appalled by...," or "as a single mother" or "as a
white, middle class woman," or whatever.
Pick 1-2 SPECIFIC THINGS EACH CALL to focus on per day.
Don't go down a whole list - they're figuring out what 1-2 topics to
mark you down for on their lists. So, focus on 1-2 per day. Ideally
something that will be voted on/taken up in the next few days, but it
doesn't really matter - even if there's not a vote coming up in the next
week, call anyway. It's important that they just keep getting calls.

BE CLEAR on what you want:
"I'm disappointed that the Senator..." or "I want to THANK the Senator
for their vote on..." or "I want the Senator to know that voting in _____
way is the wrong decision for our state because..." Don't leave any
ambiguity.
CALLING WILL START TO FEEL NATURAL:
They may get to know your voice/get sick of you - it doesn't matter.
The people answering the phones generally turn over every 6 weeks
anyway, so even if they're really sick of you, they'll be gone in 6 weeks.
From experience since the election: If you hate being on the phone &
feel awkward (which is a lot of people) don't worry about it - THERE
ARE A BUNCH OF SCRIPTS (Indivisible has some, there are lots of
others floating around these days). After a few days of calling, it starts
to feel a lot more natural.
TIP: Put the 6 numbers in your phone (all under P – Politician. An
example is Politician McCaskill MO, Politician McCaskill DC, Politician
Blunt MO, etc...), which makes it really easy to click down the list each
day.
5Calls .org is a helpful resource that gives you your numbers to
call, scripts, etc.

Want to become more involved? Driftless Defenders needs your help!
We’re looking for people to help with two important projects – farm outreach and
lobbying.
Farmers, maybe more then others, will feel the negative effects of ATC’s
transmission line. We want to spread the word to our agricultural community,
listen to their concerns, and share ours with them. To that end, we’re looking
for people to work with our DD Leadership Team to develop a new Action
Team in this important outreach effort.
Additionally, we need to increase our lobbying effort. Lobbying is crucial to
winning this fight. We must let our elected representatives know why we are
opposed to the transmission line. Although many of us participate by showing

opposed to the transmission line. Although many of us participate by showing
up at town hall meetings, visiting our representatives’ offices, and writing
letters, we need a core group of people to organize this new extended effort.
If you can help with either of these initiatives, please contact us
info@driftlessdefenders.com

Let's keep those letters-to-the-editor going folks!!
Newspaper addresses for Iowa, Grant, Dane counties
Dodgeville Chronicle, 106 W. Merrimac St., Dodgeville, WI 53533
Democrat Tribune, 334 High St, Mineral Point, WI 53565
Home News, 120 N Worcester St, Spring Green, WI 53588
Grant County Herald Independent, 208 W. Cherry St., Lancaster, WI 53813
Tri-County Press, 223 S. Main St., Cuba City, WI 53807
Platteville Journal, 25 E. Main St., Platteville, WI 53818
Hillsboro Sentry-Enterprise, 839 Water Ave.
Boscobel Dial, 901 Wisconsin Ave., Boscobel, WI 53805
Mount Horeb Mail, 114 E. Main St., Mount Horeb, WI 53572
Wisconsin State Journal, 1901 Fish Hatchery Rd., Madison 53713
The Badger Herald, 152 W. Johnson St., #202, Madison, WI 53703
Madison Times Weekly, 313 W. Beltline Hwy #120, Madison, WI 53713

Our new FAQs section will be available on our website. Until the website is
finished I will include a few in each of our upcoming newsletters.
Who is proposing to build the high-voltage Cardinal-Hickory Creek line?
American Transmission Company (ATC), ITC Midwest, and Dairyland Power
Cooperative are proposing to build the 125-mile, 345 kilovolt high-voltageCardinalHickory Creek transmission line connecting northeast Iowa and western Wisconsin.
What is the proposed path of the high-voltage Cardinal-Hickory Creek line?
The high-voltage Cardinal-Hickory Creek line would begin in Dubuque County, Iowa,
cross the Mississippi river, continue into the protected Upper MississippiRiver National
Wildlife and Fish Refuge, then cut through the Driftless region of southern Wisconsin,
and finally end in Middleton, just west of Madison. Ifapproved, the Cardinal-Hickory
Creek line will be the 8thtransmission expansion line approved in the past 10 years.
What is ATC?
American Transmission Company (ATC) is a privately-owned company. Ownership of
the company includes utilities, municipalities, municipal electriccompanies, and
electric cooperatives from Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota, and Illinois. Wisconsin
Power & Light and Madison Gas & Electric are included inthis group. As part owners,
these entities will benefit greatly from the guaranteed 10%+ rate of return if the
high-voltage Cardinal-Hickory Creek line is approved and built.
What is MISO?
MISO stands for MidcontinentIndependent System Operator.MISO is aregional
transmission planning organization whose area covers much of theMidwest andGreat
Plains.MISO’smembership list includes ATC, Dairyland Power Cooperative, ITC
Midwest, AlliantEnergy, Madison Gas & Electric, and Wisconsin ElectricPower Co.
https://www.misoenergy.org/StakeholderCenter/Members/Pages/MembershipList.aspx
What is MISO’s role in the decision to build the high-voltage Cardinal-Hickory
Creek line?
As noted above, MISO’s membershipincludes ATC, Dairyland Power Cooperative, and
ITC Midwest, regionaltransmission companies that stand to benefit fromthe
guaranteed 10%+rate-of-return from building the high-voltage Cardinal-Hickory
Creek line.
In 2011, MISO established a“Multi-Value Project” (“MVP”) portfolio that included 17
lines, the last ofwhich to be built is the Cardinal-Hickory Creek line.WhenMISO
established the need for the 17lines, it did not do so on a line-by-line basis.Rather, it
used projected demand and energygrowth rates for the entire MISOregion, that is, 17
separate projects.
This approach ignores the factthat projected demand and energy growth rates differ
across the region.Wisconsin’s situation is very different fromthat ofArkansas or North
Dakota. (Environmental Law and Policy Center (ELPC) report to Wisconsin
policymakers and concerned public, October 16, 2016, p. 19)

